
Vaccination Requirements and Exemptions 
The California Health and Safety Code says that no student 
may be admitted to any public or private school for the 
first time, or admitted or advanced to 7th grade, unless 
that student is fully immunized for his or her age. 
 
Homeschoolers Exemption 
Pupils enrolled in home-based private schools and students 
enrolled in independent study programs who are not receiving 
classroom-based instruction are not subject to the mandatory 
vaccinations. 
 
This means that most homeschoolers should be exempt from the 
immunization requirements. 

(1) If you establish your own home-based private school and file 
a private school affidavit, your children are not subject to the 
immunization law. 
 
(2) If your child is enrolled in a private school satellite program 
(PSP) which is home based, your child is not subject to the 
immunization law. 
 
(3) If your child is enrolled in a public or charter independent 
study program, your child may or may not be subject to the 
immunization law, depending on whether or not enrollment 
includes classroom-based instruction. The definition of classroom-
based instruction is not clear in the law and may therefore be 
interpreted differently by various entities such as health 
departments, public and charter school administrators, and state 
and county education departments. You may or may not find that 
your child's independent study program requires immunizations 
as a condition of enrollment. 
 
Medical Reasons for Exemption 
Although homeschoolers are, in general, exempt from all 
immunizations, we include this information as it may be useful in 
case your child is enrolled in a hybrid program (home and 



classroom) or in case a previously homeschooled child goes to 
school. 
 
Under current California law, a doctor can issue a medical 
exemption for children whose medical circumstances are such 
that immunization is not considered safe under the standard of 
medical care. 
 
Presently, CDPH does not review medical exemptions. This 
change in the law will allow these medical exemptions to be 
examined under certain circumstances listed below. 

By January 1, 2021, the state will be collecting medical 
exemptions electronically. However, CDPH will not review every 
medical exemption. Under SB 276 and SB 714, medical 
exemptions will be reviewed when: 
• A school’s immunization rate falls below 95% or 
• A doctor writes more than 5 medical exemptions per year 
beginning January 1, 2020 or 
• A school fails to provide reports of vaccination rates to CDPH. 

In addition, a medical exemption that does not meet the above 
criteria may be reviewed, on case by case basis, if CDPH 
determines it is necessary to protect public health. 

Until January 1, 2021, parents will continue to submit medical 
exemptions to a school or daycare using a form or letter prepared 
by their medical provider. Beginning in January 2021 all medical 
exemptions will be submitted electronically directly into the 
California Immunization Registry (CAIR) utilizing a standard form. 

Personal Beliefs or Religious Exemption 
California no longer offers personal or religious exemptions to 
immunization requirements. However, some students may have 
their previous exemptions "grandfathered in." If a student 
received a personal beliefs exemption prior to January 1, 2016, 



that exemption is valid until the student enters the next grade 
span. An exemption obtained for day care, for example, is no 
longer valid when the student enters kindergarten (or first grade 
if the student did not attend kindergarten). An exemption 
obtained prior to 7th grade is no longer valid when the student 
enters 7th grade. An exemption obtained in 7th grade or 
thereafter is valid through 12th grade. 
(Remember, personal beliefs exemptions are no longer available 
and these exemptions only apply if a student had a personal 
belief exemption prior to 1/1/2016. 

All existing medical exemptions continue to be valid except as 
explained below. 
• Parents of students with existing medical exemptions will need 
to submit a new exemption when the student begins a new 
”grade span.” Grade spans are: birth to preschool, kindergarten 
(including transitional kindergarten) and grades 1-6, and grades 
7-12. 

• The only existing medical exemptions that could be revoked are 
those that were written by a doctor subject to disciplinary action 
by the Medical Board. 

SB 276 and SB 714 do not limit the types of medical conditions 
that would qualify for a medical exemption. Medical exemptions 
can be granted for reasons outside of the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP), and American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) guidelines 
including family medical history, if they are consistent with the 
standard of medical care for that condition. Doctors issuing a 
medical exemption will provide a description of the medical basis 
for the exemption. 


